I46	DEMOCRACY IN FRANCE
3. The fatherland: what a mac owes to his country: obedience to
law, military service, discipline, devotion, fidelity to the flag. Taxes
(condemnation of fraud towards the State). The ballot: a moral
obligation, which should be free, conscientious, disinterested, en-
lightened. Rights which correspond to these duties: personal freedom,
liberty of conscience, freedom of contract and the right to work,
right to organize. Guarantee of the security of life and property to
all. National sovereignty. Explanation of the motto of the Republic:
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity.
This blend of Christian ethics without Christian religion or
faith, nationalist principles and middle-class virtues, was the
creed inculcated by one of the most highly centralized educa-
tional machines in the modern world. They were the ideals
which infused French thought, if not always French practice,
in the twentieth century.
Octave Greard, Ferry's right-hand man whom he called 'the
first schoolmaster of France', instructed teachers that fiin his-
tory we must emphasize only the essential features of the de-
velopment of French nationality, seeking this less in a succes-
sion of deeds of war than in the methodical development of
institutions, and in the progress of social ideas: in a word, we
must make of France what Pascal called humanity, a great
being which exists for ever'. Nationalism was, indeed, more
successfully inculcated than democracy by French education—
perhaps because it is more easily propagated and assimilated.
Jaures, himself a product of the ecole normals and a university
teacher at Toulouse, likewise believed that 'moral instruction
should be the first thought of our teachers5, and held that to
awaken the spirit of justice,  inquiry and social solidarity
through education would inevitably promote the coming of a
Socialist cornmonw-ealth. But in sharp contrast to the somewhat
optimistic expectations of the ardent educationists, here is the
verdict of Clemenceau, in 1894, on the excessive narrowness
and unimaginative outlook which tended to infuse much
primary education.
When I read the history of these wretched teachers, alternately
scolded by the prefect for their indifference, rewarded by the deputy
they have served, and reviled and disgraced by whomever they have

